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It has been 125 years since the Australian flag was first flown from Melbourne’s Royal
Exhibition Building, on 3 September 1901, just nine months after Australia came together
as a Federation.

The flag’s design was a collective effort - the result of a public competition that attracted
almost 33,000 entries. The judges settled on five designs that were almost identical,
however the winners themselves came from strikingly different walks of life: a schoolboy,
an architect, a teenage apprentice optician, an artist, and a ship’s officer.

The story of our flag’s creation is part of the story of Australia - where opportunity
abounds for all to share as our nation flourishes under our beloved Southern Cross.

Today, our flag is a familiar and welcoming sight in the smallest of rural towns and our
biggest cities. It stands tall in school playgrounds and at community celebrations. It is
raised solemnly at dawn services and commemorative ceremonies.

This year, our national flag was carried by Australian athletes at the Commonwealth
Games and the Winter Olympics. It will also have pride of place at the Special Olympics
Australia National Games this October.

At Government House, we are proud to fly the Australian flag at the entrance to the House,
alongside the New South Wales State Flag. The official Australian Aboriginal Flag, and
Torres Strait Islander Flag are also flown honouring First Nations Australians’ unique,
continuous history extending back 65,000 years.

Happy Australian National Flag Day, and best wishes to all Australians as we celebrate
this special anniversary.
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