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A MESSAGE FROM THE

CHIEF OF THE DEFENCE FORCE

This year marks the 125" anniversary of the Australian National Flag (ANF). As we
commemorate ANF Day, we reflect on the history, significance and legacy of our chief

national symbol.

Since it first flew from the Royal Exhibition Building in Melbourne on 3 September 1901, the

ANF has united Australians in times of triumph and adversity.

The ANF holds special significance for the Defence community and the Australian Defence
Force proudly displays it. It serves as a constant reminder of our duty to our nation and the

people we defend, as well as of all who have served and sacrificed under it.

On 3 September, | encourage all Australians to reflect on what our flag represents and honour

the sacrifices made under it to protect our Australian values and way of life.

——

Mark D. Hammond AQO
Admiral, Royal Australian Navy
Chief of the Defence Force
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