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MESSAGE FROM THE PRIME MINISTER

NATIONAL FLAG DAY

For 125 years the Australian National Flag has proudly flown on flag poles across our
nation and everywhere in the world our people are represented.

It has inspired and given courage to Australians at home and overseas, during times of
war and peace. It has united us in celebration and despair, in mourning and respect.

Across generations, our flag has flown through political, economic and social change, and
reflected our continuity and strength as a democratic nation.

The design that we all know today was born out of a competition 125 years ago, a contest
that attracted nearly 33,000 entries — a feat made all the more remarkable by the fact that

our population at the time was just 3.5 million.

The Australian Flag remains an emblem of unity, identity and pride. While it does not tell
our continent’s story in all its extraordinary and ancient depth, it looms large in our history
and symbolises the modern nation we have built together.

I wish everyone a happy National Flag Day.
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